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The Chief Guests present included
Mr. Dan Rutherford ( Illinois State Treasurer), Ms. Billie Ruth (Mayor of Village of
Streamwood), Mr. Gary O’Rourke (Streamwood Village Manager), Mr. Al Larson (Mayor
of Schaumburg), Mr. William McLeod (Mayor of Hoffman Estates), Mr. Stephen Taylor
(CEO-Boy Scouts of America), Mr. James Cecille (Streamwood Village Trustee), Ms.

Mr. Dan Rotherfield 

Key
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Mr. Dan Rutherford, Illinois State Treasurer expressed
his heartfelt delight : First and foremost I would like to welcome
BAPA and saints my colleagues who are the mayors the elected
officials, and those in particular who help bring this wonderful
opportunity to come about, Jay Shree Swaminarayan. I want to
do something here, I have the official proclamation, it will just
take me a moment. Let me do that and then I want to say
something personal. I am the Treasurer of the state of Illinois,
I am the state by elected constitutional officer by this I declare
this proclamation. It is my heartfelt gratification and congratulations
for the dedication ceremony of the Shree Swaminarayan Cultural
Center and Temple. Your leadership and commitment to spiritual

purification is an example for others to follow.  This celebration highlights your commitment
to your congregation and brings members together to enjoy the blessing of religious tolerance
and individual freedoms. Few words can adequately express my gratitude and appreciation
as you continue the Lord Shree Swaminarayan teachings and to the principles of true religion.
Now here is a personal side, that was the government side. The personal side is that I
have had the great pleasure to visit the many of your country, mother of India a number
of times. I probably haven’t been to all the places to some of your heritage may have been,
but Hyderabad and Mumbai are not bad places to go and visit. When I was invited to be
here it was not yet a hard thing to say, but ‘yes’ immediately. What I look at your temple,
the heritage of your mother country and what you do as a part of a fiber of this great state
of Illinois, the culture, the food, the music, the dance. We are so blessed in this wonderful
state of Illinois to have such diversity and your great commitment to be a significant part
of the leadership of your community and yet again, Bapa, you honors us by being here
to open this wonderful center. I governmentally congratulate you and more than that Dan
Rutherford the person says Thank you very much and congratulation.

Mayor of Streamwood - Billie Ruth enthusiastically
expressed : It is my honor and privilege to be here today. In
2005, we were here on the same property may be in a tent
in a slightly different spot for the ground breaking ceremony and
six years later your dream has come true. We were touring the
building on Tuesday and I have to tell you that you should be
commended for all of your hard work you have done amazingly
to get everything done and ready for today for His Holiness.
I know each and every one of you have worked 24-7 to make
this happen today. I know you have worked diligently with the
government to make sure it was all perfectly done and what
an honor for His Holiness to come and have it all completed and how magnificent it is.
We truly welcome you to our community to the Village of Streamwood. It is our privilege
to have you here. I know and believe that this is the forth in the North of United States
and you have in New Jersey, Florida and California. You cannot believe what an honor
it is that you chose the Village of Streamwood to locate your temple. We are really pleased
and congratulate you all. It is our honor and privilege to have you here.
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We had never experienced such divinity in our life.

Wow... Wonderful... Excellent... 
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It is already becoming clear that a chapter which had a western
beginning will have to have an Indian ending, if it is not to end in the self-destruction
of the human race. At this supremely dangerous moment in human history, the only way
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        Temple Construction Details

287 Ton Iron

1780 Cubic Yard Concrete

27900 Masonry Block (Bricks)

4940 2x4 Studs

92000 Square feet Dry Wall

9820 Linear feet plumbing pipe

55000 Square feet parking plot

(142 parking spaces)

4000 Square feet Temple Hall

7200 Square feet Community Hall

1504 Square feet Stage

(includes two rooms behind the stage)

1056 Square feet Kitchen
14000 Square feet ground floor

(Community Hall, Stage & Kitchen)

12000 Square feet First Floor

(Office, Audio Visual room,

Restrooms, Shoes room, Temple Hall,

Priest’s Hall, Bapa’s room)

26000 Square feet Total Construction
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MESSAGES OF DIGNITARIES

Date : 22-07-2011
Narendra Modi, Chief Minister, Gujarat State
Lord Swaminarayan, the spiritual pathfinder, conquered the six
evils of the material world and preached for compassion, kindness
and love to all. The nectar of peace pervaded within him, is made

available for the humanity to instill the ideology, charity and welfare
to needy, oppressed and poor. The social reforms and awareness to
eliminate the obsolete customs and dire practices, have proved
beneficial for overall and oriented progress in life for the followers of
entire Swaminarayan sect and general public. The exemplified devotion

of the unbroken lineage of his spiritual heirs, while adorning the divine throne, has
flourished to provide worldwide centers of spiritual, cultural, social welfare and awakening.
I have immense pleasure to know that Shri Purshottampriyadasji Swamiji Maharaj, Acharya
of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi Sansthan has been source of inspiration for Murti Pratishtha
Mahotsav and Peace convention with opening of Shree Swaminarayan Temple and
Swaminarayan Culture Centre at Streamwood, Chicago from July 28 to July 31. I convey
my best wishes to Shree Swaminarayan Siddhant Sajivan Mandal, for the auspicious
event arranged in Streamwood under the pious presence of Shri Purushottampriyadasji
Swamiji Maharaj and other NRG dignitaries, fraternity, followers and friends.

         Chief Minister, Gujarat State
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Ashok Gehlot, Chief Minister, Rajasthan
I am happy to know that the Grand opening ceremony and
Divine Murti Pratishtha Mahotsav of Shree Swaminarayan
Temple and Cultural Centre, Chicago (USA) are going to be
held from July 28 to July 31, 2011. Shree Swaminarayan

encouraged charity and welfare to the poor and needy. He is also
remembered for undertaking reforms for women, giving strength and
encouragement to the oppressed. Besides promoting women education,
he worked for the elimination of the evil practices prevalent in the society.
Maninagar Shree Sawinarayan Gadi Sansthan has shown tremendous
dedication, persevarance and determination in spreading the teachings
of Shree Swaminarayan while eliminating the borders of cast and creed.
I am grateful for inviting me on this auspicious occasion. While paying
respect to Shree Swarninarayan I send my good wishes for the success of the Ceremony.

H.H. Swami Purushottampriyadasji Maharaj. I thank you for your letter dated May,
2011, inviting me to attend the Grand Opening Ceremony and Divine Murti Pratishtha
Mahotsav from 28 - 31 July; 2011 at Chicago. I wish the ceremonies a grand success.

With regards,
Yours sincerely,
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Maninagar Shree Swaminarayan Gadi Sansthan, Maninagar,
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India has surely become the flag bearer
of Indian Culture and a Symbol of humanity in abroad. Shree
Swaminarayan Temple & Swaminarayan Culture Centre at
Chicago, United States of America is an occasion when the East
has gone to meet the West to present the treasure of its own
culture and there is every reason for the West of accept the
same. I express my respect for H.H. Acharya Swaminshree Purushottampriyadasji
Maharaj. I congratulate the entire fraternity of Maninagar Shree Swaminarayan Gadi
Sansthan. I wish everyone associated with Maninagar Shree Swaminarayan Gadi
Sansthan a big success on the grand opening ceremony.

It is a matter of great satisfaction and inner joy to note that Maninagar Shree
Swaminarayan Gadi Sansthan has reached another milestone by establishing Shree
Swaminarayan Temple & Swaminararyan Culture Center at Chicago, United States of
America. I find myself out of words to express my respect for H. H. Acharya Swamishree
Purushottampriyadasji Maharaj, a great visionary and statesman of the present times.
I am confident that its untiring efforts will give us many more opportunities to keep on
expressing ourselves in high esteem for the Indian culture. I wish everyone a big success
on the grand opening ceremony and Divine Murti Pratishtha Mahotsav to be held from
28th to 31st July, 2011.
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September 11, 2001, Memorial Day

Ten years have passed since the tragic events of September 11
th

, 2001 struck

the United States. The effects from that unfortunate day have echoed throughout

the entire world, stressing a need for world peace. Thousands were victims of the

attacks, and hundreds of courageous heroes died risking their lives on that day.

Due to Secaucus’ close proximity to New York City, many community members

work there, and members of the local police and fire departments were called upon

for urgent help that day. Sadly, many of them lost their lives on September 11
th

,

2001. To honor their lives and all the lives that were lost that day, to show support for

those victims’ loved ones, and to honor the heroes, a memorial service was held in

front of the Secaucus Public Library and the Business Resource Center on Paterson

Plank Road. A new memorial was erected in remembrance of the thousands of lives

that were lost. Along with local police officers, firefighters, and politicians, the youth

of Shree Swaminarayan Temple New Jersey were asked to present flowers and

bouquets in honor of one of the community members who had lost his life on

September 11
th

, 2011. Many community members and friends and families who

had lost loved ones had gathered for the services.

1. Hundreds of Secaucus residents gathered for the memorial.

2. Young disciples of the Shree Swaminarayan Temple participated in the

memorial services.



�



�

Unity is the best policy
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Heartfelt delight expressed by the Mayor of Secaucus, Mike Gonnelli...
Good morning. Thank you all so much. Every time I come here it’s a new experience

and every time I am in front of Bapa, I have a feeling of, a feeling like I have never felt
before. Yesterday was a great example. Yesterday I was worried about the parade and I
was watching the weather channel and I was watching the rain move slowly, slowly, slowly
towards us and the parade was going so slow that I thought any minute now, we are going
to get rained on. But, like a miracle, the rain didn’t come. The first drop of rain that hit on the
head was when Bapa got off the float, walked to the town hall at the end of the celebration.
I don’t know how he does it but I hear he does it all the time. On behalf of Secaucus, I can’t
thank you enough for your hospitality, your generosity, the culture that you bring to our
community and the diversity. You’re truly a wonderful people. And every time I be in your
presence I have a feeling that you are the kindest, nicest people I have ever met.
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Interfaith Convention in London
In a unified show of defiance against as well as exploring the reasons for the recent

outbreak of violence in the UK, His Divine Holiness Acharya Swamishree
Purushottampriyadasji Maharaj, leader of Shree Swaminarayan Gadi Sansthan in
Maninagar, Ahmedabad, hosted representatives of various religious denominations to in-
spire the community to channel their energies towards his simple philosophy of universal
brotherhood, ‘service to society before oneself’ and the power of faith in achieving one’s
highest aspirations.

On Thursday 1st September 2011, faith leaders from the Christian, Jewish, Islamic,
Sikh and Hindu and other faith communities united at Shree Swaminarayan Temple in Golders
Green (Northwest London) to deliver an inspiring show of force to the community. Servitude
to society, tolerance and peace, and respect for all were just some of the themes promoted
– messages that are common to all faiths and communities, and transcend any differences
that may exist between them. Holy books were exchanged in order to promote interfaith
understanding and dialogue; Acharya Swamishree tied sacred threads to the guests, sym-
bolizing the friendship between all faiths and the pledge to such interfaith ideals. Guest
speakers on the night included, emissaries from.

The Lord Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Westminster - Bishop Arnold who
said “I congratulate you for putting together this important initiative, the energy and commit-
ment seen here. It gives a sense of real vitality to this community. This has never been
needed more given the terrible events we have lived through this summer …this evening we
see the qualities that make for a strong society…this is traditionally the hallmark of religious
communities. You are to be congratulated.”

The Lord Archbishop of Canterbury - Revd Rana Khan said “I trust we will respond
with the energy that is evident at this event.”

Archbishop Gregorios of Thyateira And Great Britain - Revd Meliton Oakes who
said “We need to rebuild trust and confidence in our neighbours and interfaith cohesion has
a leading role to play. This event plants the seed and provides the platform for such cohe-
sion to grow and flourish.” Other Guests included

Rabbi Mark Goldsmith
from the Jewish Reform Synagogue
Saddammahjothikadhaja Buddhist Temple Shree Sukhbir Singh, representing Bhai
Sahib Mohinder Singh from the Guru Nanak, Nishkam Sewak Jatha (GNNSJ) UK And
several other faith leaders.

The event was embellished with multicultural dance and music performances, all per-
formed by the talented students of the Shree Muktajeevan Arts & Culture Academy that is
hosted by the Temple. Jewel Awards were handed to the highest academic and sporting
achievers from the community. The awards demonstrated that youthful energy, if harnessed
well, serves to benefits the community – the youth in this community are united behind the
message, “A team is where I can prove my courage on my own; A gang is where a coward
goes to hide.” The one further message of the night was “we all have the same colour
blood.” What gesture could be grander than giving your own blood to your neighbour when



�

he needs it the most? The unprecedented success of recent blood donation drives organised
by the Temple and awareness of the coming year’s campaigns for blood from the ethnic
minority communities are both pertinent examples of the selflessness and servitude to soci-
ety that the gathered faiths represent.

Acharya Swamishree’s Historic Visit to the Olympic Park in London
After 64 years when the previous Games of the XIV Olympiad were held in London

the 2012 Olympics and Paralympics will again be held in London next year. The event being
held in July through to September will showcase the excellenc™ð  e in sports by athletes
from around the world. His Divine Holiness Acharya Swamishree, the leader of Shree
Swaminarayan Gadi Sansthan based in Maninagar Ahmedabad recently visited the Olym-
pic site and graced the stadiums that will be used during event. Acharya Swamishree was
given a tour by the Olympic Delivery Authority Project Manager, Richard Arnold and Velopark
Project. Construction Manager, Devendra Dabasia. During the visit Acharya Swamishree
encouraged everyone to take up sports to stay healthy and build a team spirit. Sports are
useful in order to strengthen your physical body and develop a sense of enthusiasm amongst
the players and supporters. The spirit of true sportsmanship is learnt. The players develop
the skills of team play and team spirit. These skills may be learnt through sports, and should
then be applied to the rest of the person’s life. Whilst playing, you must make sure that no-
one else is hurt or inconvenienced in any way. There is a time and place for playing. He
prayed to Lord Swaminarayan for a peaceful and successful London 2012 Olympics and
Paralympics games. Everyone was very pleased that a prominent leader of an Indian faith
visited the Olympic site.
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U.K. Liberal
Jewish Synagogue

U.K.

God
likes to reside, where he sees such unity. We are the children of Supreme God. As
a messanger of Supreme God, I appeal to you all that, We, the children of God, should
remain united.
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United we stand, devided
we fall.
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Swamishree’s Blessings at Interfaith Convention, U.K.
Today, in this city of London, at the divine home of the supreme Lord Shree

Swaminarayan, God’s beloved children have gathered, including the Arch Diocese
of Westminster’s Bishop Arnold, Reverend Rana Youab Khan Representing the
Archbishop of Canterbury, and leaders of the Jewish, Islamic, Buddhist, Sikh and
Hindu faiths. God must indeed be extremely pleased at seeing us all gathered
together, and so I wish to say,

“You have all come here with love to the home of God. Seeing all your love, the
Lord Himself welcomes you.” God likes such love and unity a great deal. “God likes
to preside where there is such unity.  We are all the children of the Supreme Lord.
As a messenger of God I appeal to you that we, the children of God, should remain
united.”

God’s children should never fight amongst each other. A short while ago, this
country experienced much rioting during which many were hurt. Property was
damaged and stolen. Many innocent people suffered because of this lawlessness.
To aid many of those injured, there was an urgent need for blood. Donating blood is
greater than donating money. It is the giving of life by which many are saved. God
himself takes note of such charitable acts and becomes extremely pleased. We are
all here in the home of God. There are many different flowers in God’s garden, in the
form of many different faiths. God has created this splendid variety in nature. That is
why it is said... “He who has created this splendid nature; He who has a divine,
merciful gaze; He who has performed many great and astonishing deeds; I lovingly
bow down to such a Lord.”

Who does God show compassion to? To whoever lives in peace and harmony
with others. God has created people of different races and they all appear different.
But inside, they all have the same red-coloured blood that bears no discrimination
by donor or donee when being transfused This is God’s indication to us that, “You
are all My progeny.” And so we are all the creation of God. The time has come for
understanding, not conflict; fighting leads only to destruction. Only the malicious
gain advantage from our fighting. It is the task of pious people to create; destroying
is done by the immoral. We must instil these values in our children. Here, children
perform dances, dhols, pipes and drums, and  play sports etc. All of those disciplines
require working together; otherwise they would be unable to perform. Encouragement
of such activities within and between communities helps promote a sense of belonging
and togetherness because youthful energy, if harnessed well, serves to benefit the
community rather than to its detriment.
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We must join forces to serve society, be tolerant, spread peace and show
respect for one another.  On Sewa Day.and beyond  I trust that the sacred thread we
have tied to our hands today serves not only as a bond of  friendship but a pledge to
work with all others to help those in need and promise to always perform such noble
deeds. Serving others is the most sacred of deeds. In the Shikshapatri scripture,
Lord Shree Swaminarayan as stated in verse 139, “My disciples must serve their
parents, guru and the sick, throughout their lives, in the best manner that they can.”

Whilst presiding in human form on the Earth, Lord Shree Swaminarayan Himself
looked after the sick Sevakram for several months until he recovered. Thus, the
Lord demonstrated the importance of helping those in need. Today we have
exchanged Holy Scriptures as leaders to serve as a message to our respective
followers to promote better understanding between our respective Faiths. It is our
duty as leaders to not let the significance of this symbolic act fade with time but to
act upon the message. You, our guests have been given the Vachanamrut scripture
with the Rahasyarth Pradeepika Tika commentary. In it, Lord Shree Swaminarayan
has shown us the way to live a happy, peaceful and moral life. It truly is a scripture
that should be read and studied. In today’s hi-tech age, technology has advanced
but the sentiments of compassion in people’s hearts and the fundamentals of
humanity have sadly declined. It is religion that has the power to reaffirm morality in
society and it rests upon the shoulders of the leaders of worlds religions to truly take
the initiative in this regard. Religion never teaches anyone to slander others, spread
hatred or evoke violence. That is why it is said,

“Non-violence is the most fundamental of religious teachings” Religion teaches
unity, companionship, brotherhood. There is an English phrase, “United we stand,
divided we fall.” Our ancient sages and scriptures have said this same thing since
the dawn of time. If you want to be happy and experience inner peace, it is vital that
you pledge,

“We will remain together with others, to help and protect others. Together we
will eat (meaning we will not be greedy and deprive others of food). We will diligently
study and abide by the words of God. We will never malign others, but will live with
compassion, unity and true morality” In this remains true peace.

So finally, I wish ‘Om shanti shanti shanti.’ May true peace (shanti) be spread
throughout the world. Let us pray to God,

“From darkness, lead us to light.
From ignorance, lead us to knowledge.

From intolerance, lead us to compassion.
For all eternity, keep us with You.”

Jay Shree Swaminarayan.








